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Germantown cocktail lounge 
Mr. Lee’s is a new experience 


Food, 1D 
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Bevin 
losing 
allies 
in GOP 


Teacher comments spark 
ire, low point in relationship 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — State Rep. Bart 
Rowland reacted quickly to Gov. Matt 
Bevin’s comments last week that 
teachers were being selfish in their 
protests against benefit cuts in the 
pension bill. 

“I took it as a personal insult when 
the Governor called our teachers 
short-sighted and ig- 


norant,’ the Tomp- Find more 
kinsville Republican . _. 

wrote on his Face- inside 
book page. “Many of Senate panel 
my friends and fam- shuns tax 

ily are teachers, in- increases 


cluding my wife.” 

Sen. Max Wise, a 
Campbellsville Re- 
publican, said on his 
Facebook page that 
Bevin’s comments 
“questioning the in- 
telligence and integ- 
rity of teachers do 
not reflect my own position.” 

Rowland and Wise are not known 
as reactionaries. But the fact that they 
and other Republicans like them took 
to social media last week to put their 
opinions on the record illustrates how 
Bevin’s relationship with the GOP su- 
per majorities in the legislature has 
reached a low point at the most crucial 
moment of Bevin’s term as governor. 

The clear priority for the session is 
pension reform, and it is barely alive as 
the legislative session draws to a close. 
(Tuesday is the 53rd day of a session 
that can last no more than 60 days.) 
Another priority — tax reform — seems 
a tall task and likely to be put off for a 
special session later this year. 

And lawmakers have their hands 
full in the remaining days completing 
the arduous and obligatory task of 
passing a 2018-20 state budget that’s 
bound to be austere as limited state 
revenues are being devoured by soar- 
ing pension obligations. 

The governor’s communications 
staff did not respond to a phone call 
and email seeking comment on Bevin’s 
relations with the legislature this 
week. 

But Bevin has toned down the 
rhetoric. On Saturday he posted a 
four-minute message in which he said 


proposed by 
House, shifts 
where pension 
dollars would 
go to avoid 
deep cuts in 
state budget. 
Metro, 3A 


See BEVIN, Page 11A 
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Search for a bomber: Officials hope explosion at FedEx 
facility in Texas will help in tracking down suspect. 1B 


‘I know it’s a gun problem. I wish 
our lawmakers would protect us’ 


Mandy McLaren wm “a pea: 
Louisville Courier Journal —_— AA ra 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - After a shooting 
at Fern Creek High School four years 
ago, Khamari Brooks — then a fresh- 
man — felt voiceless. He knew some- 
thing needed to change, but he didn’t 
feel like anyone wanted to listen. 

On Tuesday evening, Khamari, now 
18, joined students from across Ken- 
tucky at a rally for school safety. He 
made his voice loud and clear. 

“It’s important for students to speak 
up and speak out. It’s powerful,” he told 
the crowd. “The most uncomfortable 
conversations are the ones that are al- 
ways the best and have the most mean- 
ing.” ; 

Khamari and three of his peers from - : : 
Fern Creek were among the students Students hold makeshift signs during a rally in Frankfort on Tuesday afternoon 
as youths from around the state stood together in opposition to gun violence. 
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See RALLY, Page 6A 


Injured snowy owl 
again taking flight 


ALTTI TTET 
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A snowy owl has been recuperating at Raptor Rehabilitation of Kentucky after 


being hit by a car. He'll be driven to Wisconsin to be freed. Read more, Page 3A. 
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Steering Committee for Action on Louisville’s Agenda 
gets briefing on crime-fighting strategies. Metro, 3A 


High 40° X Low 28° 


Controversial CEO group learns from police 
Snow early. Forecast, 2A 
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Dr. Kenneth Smith 


Call Joffe MediCenter for your Free LASIK 


and to see how you qualify for $295 LASIK 
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